JRTN Manuscript Template: Short Communication

General Formatting Reminder
Single-column layout, Arial font, 12 pt font size (14 pt bold for the Title), 1.5 line spacing, justified alignment, and A4 paper size. Due to the nature of a Short Communication, the total word count of the main text (excluding abstract and references) should generally not exceed 1,500 to 2,000 words, and the number of visual elements (tables/figures) should be strictly limited to a maximum of two (2).

[Title of the Manuscript] (Arial, 14 pt, Bold, Centered)
(The title must be concise, specific, and reflect the urgent or highly novel nature of the brief report, e.g., "Preliminary Efficacy of a Mobile Health Tool for Dengue Monitoring in Rural Farming Communities").

Abstract (Arial, 10 pt)
(For a Short Communication, the abstract must be a brief, unstructured summary consisting of a single continuous paragraph. It must be strictly between 150 and 200 words.)
· Content to Include: In one flowing paragraph, briefly state the clinical or public health problem, the objective of this short report, a concise summary of the methodology, the primary preliminary findings, and the immediate implications for rural or tropical nursing.
· Keywords: (3-5 words, Arial, 10 pt, Italicized, separated by semicolons).


Introduction
· The Immediate Context: Provide a very brief background. Do not exhaustively review the literature; only include the most critical studies that directly frame your research.
· The Rationale and Urgency: Explain exactly why this finding is being submitted as a Short Communication rather than a full original article. Is it an urgent public health alert (e.g., a new infectious disease cluster in a remote area)? Are these highly promising preliminary results from an ongoing agronursing trial that warrant rapid dissemination?
· Objective: State the specific, focused aim of this brief communication.
Methods
(This section must be highly concise, providing just enough exact detail for the observation or experiment to be understood and replicated. If the method is entirely standard, simply cite a previous paper that describes it).
· Study Design and Setting: Briefly state the design (e.g., cross-sectional survey, preliminary clinical observation) and describe the specific rural or tropical setting.
· Sample/Participants: State the sample size and inclusion criteria.
· Data Collection and Analysis: Describe the primary instrument or intervention used and the fundamental statistical or qualitative analysis method.
· Ethical Approval: Briefly state the IRB/Ethics Committee approval number and confirm patient consent was obtained.

Results & Discussion
(In a Short Communication, these two sections are almost always combined to maximize brevity, ensure a fast-paced narrative, and provide immediate clinical context to the findings).
· Presentation of Findings: State the primary results clearly and directly. The results must be presented in the form of text, tables, and illustrations. However, the contents of the tables should not be entirely repeated in the text; instead, refer to the table number.
· Visual Data Constraints: Limit yourself to a maximum of one table AND one figure (or two of either). This forces you to showcase only the most critical, high-impact data.
· Interpretation (The Discussion aspect): Immediately discuss what these specific results mean. Emphasize the present findings and their variations or similarities with other work done in the field by other researchers. Do not repeatedly discuss the detailed data again; instead, focus heavily on the novelty, the unexpected nature of the findings, and the immediate implications for tropical or rural nursing practice.

Conclusion
(This should be a single, impactful paragraph).
· Final Say: Provide a brief final say on the issues you have raised.
· Next Steps: Emphasizing the purpose and importance of your article, explicitly state what must happen next. Usually, in a Short Communication, this involves establishing your article as the basis for further investigation, such as a call for a larger, fully powered longitudinal study or an immediate change to local rural health protocols.

CRediT Authorship Contribution Statement
(Example: Author A: Conceptualization, Investigation, Writing - Original Draft. Author B: Formal analysis, Writing - Review & Editing).

Instruction for AI Assistance Declaration
(Specify if generative AI tools were used for language enhancement, and confirm author responsibility for the final content).
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References (Arial, 9 pt)
(Because this is a Short Communication, keep the reference list tightly focused—typically no more than 10 to 15 highly relevant, recent citations. Arrange references alphabetically at the end of the article, use APA 7th Edition formatting, and include DOI/web links for each entry).

Use the APA Referencing Guide. Arrange references alphabetically at the end of the article (Font: Arial, Size: 9). Each Article Contains a DOI link or proper web link or PDF link. 
The Journal of Rural and Tropical Nursing (JRTN) strictly mandates the use of the American Psychological Association (APA) referencing style (7th Edition) for all submitted manuscripts. Consistent and accurate citation is a fundamental component of scientific integrity, allowing readers and reviewers to trace the intellectual origins of the presented research.
All references must be arranged alphabetically at the end of the article, utilizing Arial font, Size 9. Furthermore, each referenced article or document must contain a valid Digital Object Identifier (DOI) link, a proper web link, or a direct PDF link to facilitate immediate access.
Below is the comprehensive, highly detailed guide for formatting reference list entries across various source types acceptable for JRTN manuscripts.
1. Journal Articles (Scholarly Periodicals)
Journal articles are the primary source of evidence in academic writing. The reference must include the author(s), publication year, article title, journal title (italicized), volume number (italicized), issue number (in parentheses, not italicized), page range, and a functional DOI.
Standard Format: Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of the article. Title of the Periodical, Volume(Issue), Page-range. https://doi.org/xxxxx
Example: Amitha, C. D., Savitha, B., Rani, V. S., & Laxminarayana, P. (2021). Farmer producer organizations (FPOs)–analysis of profile of FPOs and its members in Medak district of Telangana. Current Journal of Applied Science and Technology, 40(11), 24-31. https://doi.org/10.9734/cjast/2021/v40i1131367
2. Website Articles and Online Documents
For information retrieved from institutional websites, global health organizations (e.g., WHO, CDC), or online news outlets, the reference must include the specific date of publication and the direct URL. If the author is an organization, the organization's name serves as the author.
Standard Format: Author, A. A., OR Organization Name. (Year, Month Date). Title of the webpage or article. Website Name. URL
Example (Individual Author): Martin, L. (2023, August 15). Telehealth interventions in remote agricultural communities. Global Health Informatics. https://www.globalhealthinformatics.org/telehealth-rural
Example (Organizational Author): World Health Organization. (2022, March 10). Vector-borne diseases in tropical climates. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/vector-borne-diseases
3. Books and Academic Textbooks
When citing a whole authored book, the title must be italicized and formatted in sentence case. The publisher's name must be provided without generic terms like "Publishers" or "Co."
Standard Format: Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of the book (Edition number ed.). Publisher Name. DOI or URL if applicable
Example: Smith, J. T., & Doe, R. E. (2020). Fundamentals of tropical nursing and community health (3rd ed.). Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-12345-6
Example (Edited Book Chapter): Williams, C. (2019). Agronursing frameworks for pesticide exposure. In M. K. Davies (Ed.), Occupational health in rural settings (pp. 45-67). Academic Press.
4. Video and Multimedia Sources (e.g., YouTube, Documentaries)
Multimedia sources, such as educational videos or recorded academic symposiums, are acceptable if they provide authoritative, peer-validated information or represent a primary data source for qualitative analysis.
Standard Format: Uploader Name OR Author, A. A. (Year, Month Date). Title of the video [Video]. Platform Name. URL
Example: Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. (2021, November 5). The future of rural healthcare access[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=examplelink
5. Theses and Dissertations
Unpublished or formally archived theses and dissertations are highly valuable sources of rigorous empirical data. The reference must clarify the academic degree, the degree-granting institution, and the database or archive from which it was retrieved.
Standard Format (Retrieved from an Institutional Repository or Database): Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the thesis or dissertation [Doctoral dissertation / Master's thesis, Name of the Institution]. Name of Database or Archive. URL
Example: Johnson, L. M. (2022). Evaluating stunting prevention programs in East Java agricultural communities[Master's thesis, Universitas Indonesia]. UI Open Access Repository. https://repository.ui.ac.id/example123
6. Other Acceptable Sources for JRTN (Government Reports & Guidelines)
JRTN highly encourages the citation of official government reports, clinical protocols, and public health policy documents, as they are crucial for contextualizing rural and tropical nursing research.
Standard Format: Government Agency or Organization. (Year). Title of the report or guideline (Report No. 123). URL
Example: Ministry of Health of the Republic of Indonesia. (2024). National guidelines for the management of dengue hemorrhagic fever in rural primary care centers. https://kemkes.go.id/guidelines/dengue-2024.pdf



